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Context

The workshop would be hosted by Internet2 under the auspices of the BoF (Birds-of-a-feather) group of Internet2 members and partners which has been meeting and discussing issues regarding extending the reach of research and education networking, including to research and education communities:

· in countries that are currently unreachable via dedicated research and education networks (due to lack of resources within that country, lack of political awareness, regulatory and economic challenges).

· with facilities within countries that may have some level of dedicated REN (research and education networking) connectivity but are currently unconnected due to geographic or technical reasons.

More information on the previous BoFs, notes and presentations are available at 

http://international.internet2.edu/intl_connect/hardtonetwork.html

Goals and Objectives for this workshop
The objectives of this specific workshop do not necessarily encompass all objectives of the BoF group itself.  We expect the BoF group to continue to discuss the scope of the issues it is interested in and whether to progress to establishment of a Special Interest Group (SIG) within Internet2 (see http://www.internet2.edu/working-groups.html for more information on working groups and SIGs)

The goals for the workshop are the following:

· to provide Internet2 members and partners information about existing or possible programs at agencies/organizations that could provide financial or other resources for projects that help connect countries not currently served by dedicated R&E networks

· to provide leaders at these agencies/organizations with background on the status of R&E connectivity globally, where gaps exist and provide input into future programs and program directions

The overall objectives of the workshop involve:

· Identifying  possible resources for establishing or improving connectivity to and within countries without adequate research and education networking infrastructure.

· Bridging a dialogue and collaborative relationship between the research and education networking community and the agencies/organizations that will be present at the workshop.

The anticipated outcomes of the meeting include:

· A better understanding by the Internet2 member and partner community of existing programs at agencies/organizations like the World Bank, OAS, IADB, USAID, Mellon Foundation, EuropeAID, AusAID, etc.

· A better understanding by individuals at these agencies/organizations about the significance of research and education network infrastructure in support of research, teaching, learning, clinical and other activities particular of developing countries

· Opportunities for follow-up between individuals within the Internet2 member and partner organizations and program managers from the targeted agencies/institutions

